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and restore us our Kingdom.     If so, it will be peace, not war/'
Then Krishna returned to his Kingdom, and the Panda vas, choosing a spot beside a lake abounding in birds and deer and decked with manyflowers, settled down to pass their twelve years of exile.
Now after a time Arjuna, reflecting that his enemies the Kauravas had had the same tutors as he had had, and that therefore they should know as much about the art of warriorship as he did, set himself to acquire more.from the very gods themselves. To this end he practised great austerities, and finally, gaining favour with the Great God Indra, was taken by him to the celestial mansions where he lived for five years. Now ere he returned the Great God gifted to him his celestial weapon: the javelin that can be hurled by the mind. And Yama the Lord of Death gave him his mace, against which none can stand, and the Lord of Treasures bestowed on him his favourite weapon, endued with such energy and splendour that ever it sendeth the foe to sleep. Now for five long years Arjuna rested and sported in the celestial mansions, learning the while many celestial arts, dancing with the nymphs of dawn, and singing to the music of the spheres.
So, well pleased, Arjuna returned at last to his brethren and lived with them till the twelve years were over. And during this time the Kingdom of Hustinapura waxed strong and mighty, for Kama helping Duryodana was a host in himself.
Now when the thirteenth year of exile had begun Duryodana sent out his spies, east, south, west, and north to seek for and discover the sons of Pandu ; but though they searched the solitary wildernesses and the teeming cities, no trace of them was to be found.

